Custody Agreement California

This Custody Agreement ("Agreement") is entered into on ("Effective Date")

by and between the parties below:

Parent 1 Parent 2

Parent 1 and Parent 2 are collectively referred to as the "Parties" and individually as a "Party."
2. Child Information

This Agreement concerns the following minor child(ren):

Child's Full Name Date of Birth

3. Recitals

WHEREAS, the Parents are the legal parents of the child(ren) identified in this Agreement;

WHEREAS, the Parents desire to establish clear parenting responsibilities, custody arrangements, and
decision-making authority in a manner that promotes the child(ren)'s health, safety, stability, and overall

well-being;
WHEREAS, the Parents acknowledge that California courts determine custody matters according to the
best interests of the child and understand that this Agreement may require court approval to become

enforceable.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Parents agree as follows.
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4. Purpose

The purpose of this Agreement is to establish a comprehensive parenting plan governing legal custody,
physical custody, parenting time, communication, decision-making, and other matters affecting the

child(ren).
5. Legal Custody

The Parents agree that they shall share joint legal custody of the child(ren).

Joint legal custody means both Parents will participate in making significant decisions affecting the
child(ren), including matters involving:

e Education

e Healthcare

¢ Mental health treatment

¢ Religious upbringing

e Extracurricular activities

¢ Major welfare decisions

Each Parent agrees to consult the other in good faith before making major decisions whenever reasonably

possible.

Routine day-to-day decisions while the child(ren) are in a Parent's care may be made independently by that

Parent.
6. Physical Custody

The Parents agree to share physical custody according to the parenting schedule contained in this

Agreement.

The child(ren)'s primary residence shall be:

The parenting schedule is intended to provide the child(ren) with meaningful and continuing contact with

both Parents whenever consistent with their best interests.
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7. Parenting Time Schedule

Regular Weekly Schedule

Parenting exchanges shall occur:
Time:

Location:

Each Parent agrees to arrive on time and conduct exchanges respectfully and with minimal disruption to

the child(ren).
8. Holiday Schedule

Holiday parenting time shall take priority over the regular parenting schedule.

The Parents may alternate holidays annually or follow another mutually agreed schedule.
9. School Breaks and Vacation

Each Parent may take vacation time with the child(ren) as follows:
e Upto consecutive days each year.
o Written notice shall be provided at least days before travel.

¢ Vacation scheduling shall not unreasonably interfere with the other Parent's parenting time.

Each Parent shall provide emergency contact information and travel details when traveling overnight or

outside California.

A Jotform Automatically create polished, fillable and signable documents Clone the document for free!
A



https://www.jotform.com/pdf-templates/custody-agreement-template-california/clone?utm_source=pdf_footer_branding&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ch_fillable_pdf&utm_content=branding_page_3

10. Transportation and Exchanges

Unless otherwise agreed:
¢ The Parent beginning parenting time shall provide transportation.
e Both Parents shall ensure that appropriate child safety restraints are used during transportation.

¢ Exchanges shall occur respectfully and without involving the child(ren) in parental disputes.

If either Parent expects to be delayed, that Parent shall notify the other Parent as soon as reasonably

possible.
11. Communication Between Parent and Child

When the child(ren) are with one Parent, the other Parent may have reasonable communication through

telephone, video calls, or other mutually agreed methods.

Neither Parent shall interfere with or monitor reasonable communications unless necessary to protect the

child(ren)'s safety.
12. Communication Between Parents

The Parents agree to communicate respectfully regarding matters affecting the child(ren).

Communications may occur through:

e Telephone

Text message

Email

Parenting communication applications

Other mutually agreed methods

Both Parents agree to respond to non-emergency communications within a reasonable period whenever

practicable.
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13. Education

Both Parents shall have access to educational records and school information as permitted by applicable

law.

The Parents shall cooperate regarding:

e School enrollment

Academic performance

Parent-teacher conferences

Educational planning

Special educational services

Each Parent shall promptly provide copies of important educational notices received.
14. Healthcare

Both Parents shall have access to medical, dental, psychological, and therapy records relating to the

child(ren), subject to applicable law.

The Parent obtaining medical treatment shall promptly inform the other Parent of:

¢ Significant illnesses

Injuries

Hospitalizations

Surgical procedures

Emergency treatment

Emergency medical decisions may be made immediately when necessary to protect the child(ren)'s

health.
15. Extracurricular Activities

The Parents shall consult regarding enrollment in significant extracurricular activities.
Unless otherwise agreed:

¢ Both Parents may attend activities involving the child(ren).

¢ Parenting schedules should reasonably accommodate established activities.

e Activity costs shall be allocated as follows:
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16. Child Support

Child support, if applicable, shall be addressed through a separate agreement or court order.

Nothing in this Agreement is intended to modify any valid child support obligation unless approved by the

appropriate court.
17. Relocation

Neither Parent shall relocate the child(ren)'s primary residence in a manner that materially affects the
existing parenting schedule without:

¢ Providing reasonable advance written notice to the other Parent; and

e Complying with applicable California legal requirements, including obtaining any required court

approval before relocation when necessary.

The Parents shall attempt to negotiate revised parenting arrangements if relocation becomes necessary.
18. Access to Information

Each Parent may independently obtain information concerning the child(ren)'s:

Education

Medical care

Dental care

Mental health treatment

Extracurricular activities

Unless prohibited by law or court order.
19. Child's Personal Property

The child(ren) may transport clothing, school materials, medications, electronics, and personal belongings

between households.

Each Parent shall make reasonable efforts to return items belonging to the other household.
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20. Dispute Resolution

If disagreements arise concerning this Agreement, the Parents agree to first attempt to resolve the matter

through good-faith discussion.

If a dispute cannot be resolved informally, the Parents agree to participate in mediation before requesting
court intervention, unless immediate court action is necessary to protect the child(ren)'s health, safety, or

welfare or mediation is not required or appropriate under applicable law.
21. Modification

This Agreement may be modified only by:
e A written agreement signed by both Parents; or

e A court order issued by a court with appropriate jurisdiction.

Any modification should continue to reflect the best interests of the child(ren).
22. Court Approval

The Parents acknowledge that this Agreement may be submitted to a California court for review and

approval.

The Parents understand that a court may approve, reject, or modify the Agreement based upon the

child(ren)'s best interests and applicable law.
23. Governing Law

This Agreement shall be governed by and interpreted in accordance with the laws of the State of

California.
24. Entire Agreement

This Agreement represents the complete understanding between the Parents concerning the custody and
parenting matters addressed herein and supersedes prior written or oral understandings relating to those

matters.
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25. Severability

If any provision of this Agreement is determined to be unenforceable, the remaining provisions shall

continue in effect to the extent permitted by applicable law.
26. Voluntary Execution

Each Parent acknowledges that:
e They have carefully read this Agreement.
e They understand its contents.
e They enter into it voluntarily.

e They have had the opportunity to seek independent legal advice before signing.

Signatures

By signing below, the Parents acknowledge that they have read, understood, and voluntarily agree to the

terms of this Custody Agreement.

Parent 1 Parent 2
Name Name
Date Date
Signature Signature
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