
Dissertation Proposal

Dissertation Title 

Degree Program

Field of Study

Institution 

Candidate

Supervisor/Advisor

Date of Submission

1. Purpose and Nature of This Proposal

This Dissertation Proposal sets out the proposed research project to be undertaken by the Candidate as

part of the requirements for the award of the above-referenced academic degree. Its purpose is to

demonstrate the academic merit, feasibility, and scholarly contribution of the proposed research.

 

This document is non-binding in nature. Approval of this proposal does not constitute a guarantee of

degree conferral, publication, funding, or research outcomes. Final approval, supervision, and assessment

remain subject to the policies, procedures, and academic judgment of the Institution and its authorized

bodies.

2. Research Background and Context

This section provides an overview of the academic, theoretical, and practical context in which the

proposed research is situated.

 

The Candidate should describe the broader field of study, outline relevant developments or debates, and

explain why the proposed topic is significant. This discussion should demonstrate familiarity with existing

scholarship and clearly position the proposed research within the current academic landscape.
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3. Problem Statement and Research Gap

This section identifies the specific problem, question, or gap in existing research that the dissertation

intends to address.

 

The Candidate should clearly articulate:

The limitations, inconsistencies, or unanswered questions in existing literature or practice.

Why this problem is worthy of scholarly investigation.

How addressing this gap contributes to academic knowledge, policy, or professional practice.

4. Research Objectives and Questions

The objectives of the proposed research are to:

 

Based on these objectives, the research will be guided by the following primary research question(s):

 

 

 

Where appropriate, the Candidate may include secondary or supporting research questions that clarify the

scope and direction of the study.

5. Literature Review Overview

This section provides a structured overview of key theories, models, and prior studies relevant to the 

research topic.

 

The Candidate should:

Summarize major academic perspectives and findings.

Identify areas of consensus and disagreement.

Explain how the proposed research builds upon, challenges, or extends existing work.

A full literature review will be developed and refined during the dissertation process.
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6. Research Methodology

This section outlines the proposed methodological approach and justifies its suitability for addressing the 

research questions.

Research Design

 

Data Sources

 

Data Collection Methods

 

Data Analysis Methods

 

The methodology should be realistic, ethically sound, and aligned with the research objectives.

7. Ethical Considerations

The proposed research will be conducted in accordance with applicable ethical standards and institutional

requirements.

 

Where relevant, this includes:

Informed consent from participants.

Protection of confidentiality and personal data.

Minimization of risk or harm.

Approval from an ethics committee or review board prior to data collection.

8. Scope and Limitations

This section defines the boundaries of the proposed research. The Candidate should clearly state the

aspects of the topic that are included and excluded; practical, theoretical, or methodological limitations

and assumptions underpinning the research design. Acknowledging limitations demonstrates academic

rigor and transparency.
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9. Expected Contribution and Significance

The proposed research is expected to contribute to the field by:

Advancing theoretical understanding.

Providing empirical evidence or new interpretations.

Informing policy, practice, or future research.

 

The Candidate should explain the anticipated value of the research to scholars, practitioners, or other

stakeholders.

10. Provisional Timeline

The anticipated timeline for completion of the dissertation is as follows:

Phase Description Estimated Timeframe

Literature Review
Comprehensive review and

refinement
 

Methodology Finalization
Ethics approval and design

confirmation
 

Data Collection Fieldwork or data gathering  

Data Analysis Analysis and interpretation  

Writing and Revision Drafting and supervisor feedback  

Final Submission Submission and examination  

11. References

A preliminary list of key references relevant to the proposed research is provided below. All sources should

be cited using the citation style required by the Institution.

Automatically create polished, fillable and signable documents Clone the document for free!

https://www.jotform.com/pdf-templates/dissertation-proposal-template/clone?utm_source=pdf_footer_branding&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=ch_fillable_pdf&utm_content=branding_page_4


12. Declarations

The Candidate declares that this proposal represents their own original work, prepared in good faith for

academic review, and that all sources have been appropriately acknowledged.

 

The Candidate understands that approval of this proposal is subject to institutional review processes and

may require revisions or conditions.

Signatures

Candidate

Name 

Date

Signature

Supervisor / Advisor (Acknowledgment of Review)

Name 

Date

Signature
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